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Increasing Learning Options Using ITV
Secondary Principals and Guidance Counselors Workshop

Despite bad weather, SVETN’s Professional Development Initiative workshop for
secondary principals and guidance counselors was well attended. Eva K. Roupas,
Distance Learning Coordinator from Virginia Beach City Public Schools, addressed the
regional participants on January 30™ at the Southwest Virginia Higher Education Center.
The best way to initiate a distance learning class, best attributes to consider when
choosing a teacher, and the efficiency and expansion of distance learning classes were a
few of the topics of the day. A forum on Dual Credit Classes presented by a panel from
Mountain Empire Community College, Southwest Virginia Community College, Virginia
Highlands Community College, and Virginia Highlands Community College added
dimension to the meeting. Breakout sessions, introduction and explanation of a course
bank for SVETN members by Debra Colley, Program Development Coordinator, and a
question and answer segment completed the program. Ms. Roupas brought her expertise
as well as her enthusiasm about distance learning courses to the group. Participants
completing the workshop earned 5 recertification points and returned to their schools with
renewed enthusiasm for distance learning.

E— Ms. Roupas —

SVETN assists VIC in Course Delivery

SVETN is assisting Virginia Intermont College to deliver a course from the
Higher Education Center computer lab to Grundy High School. By using the
SVETN classroom at Grundy where a new H.323 codec recently was installed,
students in Buchanan County who had completed Web Design I were able to

continue the series of classes without travel to Abingdon. They simply brought

activities at that time.

their own laptop computers to the ITV classroom and connected to the Internet.
The instructor, Andy Crowe, who remained in Abingdon, was able to add the 5
Grundy students through the collaboration of the Center and Bruce Mathews,
who set up SVETN's portable H.323 videoconferencing system for temporary
use in Computer Lab 244. The classes consisting of Web Page design and Visual
Basics end in April. The portable unit will be available for other special




SVETN EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR HONORED

Bruce Mathews of Abingdon was selected by the Virginia Department
of Education to receive the 2003 Region 7 Educational Technology
Leadership Award. Mr. Mathews, Executive Director of the Southwest
Virginia Education and Training Network, was nominated for the honor

by the 19 school superintendents comprising the State Superintendent’s

Advisory Council for the region serving far southwestern Virginia.

Over fifty classes are currently being taught over the SVETN network including subjects such as
accounting, advanced placement calculus and physics, computer science, English, European languages,
geometry, government, library science, and physics.

Under Mathews’ direction SVETN also provides technology training for teachers and coordinates
the offering of web-based courses for secondary students that are developed and taught by local teachers.
Mathews has led the SVETN through nearly a decade of providing instructional support to the region’s
schools. His efforts helped secure federal grants and private funds to equip ITV classrooms and to extend
the reach of the fiber optic cables. In announcing the leadership award, Mr. Lan Nugent, Virginia’s
Assistant Superintendent for Technology, noted that “Bruce Mathews was selected because of his
significant contribution to meeting the challenges of teaching and learning through the use of instructional
media and technology.” Mathews received his award on December 9 at the Educational Technology
Leadership Conference in Roanoke. For a complete list of those who received an award at the conference

g0 to http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/NewHome/pressreleases/2003/dec29.html. Congratulations, Bruce!

SVEIT's Develypinent Infikiie Evenis

Using Data to Enhance Instruction
16th e David Yates, Co-Director/Math Specialist

h Coalfield Rural Systemic Initiative (CRSI)
e 4-5:30p.m.

Broadcast live to all SVETN classrooms

jare

Defining Research-based Instructional Strategies

18th e Dr. Jewell Askins, Reading Specialist/Instructional Leadership
March Center for Teaching Excellence
e 4-5:30pm.

Broadcast live to all SVETN classrooms
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