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SVETN Tips

Students place a high value
on the oppartunity an
SWETH class offers them to
interactzocally. Teachers
can help theirstudents have
amore positive owve rall
learning experience by rec-
ognizing ahd enhancing ther
opportunities for s ocal in-
teraction as part of the
learning process.

Create appartunities for
students to waork together
between sites as well as
within singe sites. During

class students may communi-

cate by telephone and fax as
well as speaking directly to
cach ather on the rmicra-
phones. Students may als o
worktogether outside dass
by meeting face to face, by
telephone, or online through
ernail or one of the services
such as Instant Messenger
and [CO).
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Lroadeast Sohedule

SVETN Broadcasts Fall

Instructional Support Programs

SVETI's fall schedule of instruc-
tional support broadcasts has be-
gun. A broadeast is the transmis-
sion of a live or recorded program
to all SVETH classrooms simulta-
neously. A programming

Tradition for history, Lirary Vi-
stons and Voices and Vistors for
English, and Algebra. In Stmplest
Terme for math.

In Beptember SWETN provided de-
; - .y scriptions of programs, a
goal of SVETI this vear REEERNEIEE )
is providing greater cur-  [UACRETES gchedule of broadeasts ﬁqr
riculum and instructionsl EEREAUNENE T T RiS] DetoberiMovember, and in-
support o teachers formation for taping to prin-
Through a cooperat.ive I December cipals; high school Brglish,
rangement with the broadecast math, science, and history
Higher Education Center schedule. department chairs; SWVETH
SUETH has added in- ! huilding facilitatars; divi-

structional and professional sup- sion superintendents; and

ort roeramming from the An- directors of instruction or curricu-
EenbzrgfgCPB Chgnnel lum supervisors in each division.

Current broadeast schedules, tap-
SWVETIT has selected program- ing instructions, and related links
ming from each of the four core

are available at httpsfunmw.svetn.
content areas. Series scheduled

org Broadeasts begin at 3:30 p.m.
are Barth Revealed and World of gach Thursday and Friday.
Chemistry for science, Western

the November!

“WhoYa Gonna Call?” Tom, of course!

Okay, all SVETH teachars have ex- seene of our big and small emergen-

perienced days when the technol-

ogy gets bally, and the easiest ex- {cont'd on
planation is ghosts or gremlins. It's page 3)

on days like thatwe are all glad to

have every SVETH teacher's ghost-

buster, Tom Meadows. Mr. Mead- Tor Ieadmmrs,
ows, acontractor providing tachni- Tecmélos:g’;‘;i

cal services to SVETI, gets to the

cies quickly.
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TheVisual Presenter:

Ask almost anyhody teaching in
an SVETH classroom what shel
he likes best ahout the class-
room’s equipment and the an-
swear will come guickly and en-
thusiastically. "I love the
ELMO!" ELMO is not the furry,
red guy from Sesame Strest; it
ig, in fact, the brand name of
the visual presenter in all

; " SWVETHN classrooms.
Rod Gillespie

Similar to an overhead projector,
ELMC's primary use for most 3VETL teachers
iz as a document camera. A small camera located
directly over the platform allows anything—
three-dimensional objects, photographs, trans-
parencies, paper, and so on—placed on the plat-
form to appear on the monitor. The camera has
at least 10X zoom allowing students to see even

AKA ELMO

a small object in cloze detail.

ELMO's capahilities male it a great teaching
tonl. JudyRife, math teacher from Twin Valley
HES, says she uses ELMO to have students share
their caleulus work with classmates at all sites.
LindaHunsaker, art teacher at Powell Valley
HS3, has students share their artwork with each
other and also uses the black and white switch
on ELMO to show students the importance of
contrast in their art.

Because the computer is connected to ELMO,
SWETN teachers can make PowerPoint presen-
tations, bring in websites, and use software ap-
plications. Other equipment including video

cameras and DVD players can also be connected
to ELMO.

Teachers agree that every classroom, not just
SWVETHN rooms, should have this versatile toal!

Teacher Features: Doug Mullins and Donna Hale

In this issue of SVETN News vwe are again fea-
turing two teachers who are delivering a class
vig SVETTH. The first is Doug Mullins, a social
studies teacher at Pound High School. This se-
mestar Doug's street law class includes students

at Pound, Cosburn, and 2t Paul High Pchools.

Doug, in his fourth year teaching an SVETI

class, credits the support of June Mullins, faeili-
tator at Pound, and facilitators at the other sites
with helping make his job a pleasure. Doug says

that the biggest positive for him has been "the
opportunity to meet other students and to bring
down some walls among competing schools.” The
class really is "one large
class” and he “looks for-
ward to opportunities to
have students at still
other schools” The hot-
tom line for Doug is that
he "really enjoyvs teach-
ing a fiher optic class”

Donna Hale, also a social studies teacher, is our
second featured teacher. From her Council High
School base, Donna tearhes AP American gov-
ernment and AP TI3 history to students at Twin
Walley and Hurley High Bchool. Miss Donna (as
her students affectionately refer to her) has
enough energy and exuberance for her job to
keep everyone around her hopping.

Donna, now in her fifth year on SVETH, de-
scribes her SVETIT experiences as ” a tremen-

dous amount of hard work but very rewarding’
because of the opportunity to teach challenging
advance placement classes to high quality stu-
dents. “Those students
make me feel at home in
any school” she says.

Donna's advice to new
SWVETIH teachers iz "don't
get hung up on the little
things, and be flexible ”
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Communication
Problems at SVETN

In mid-September Southwest Virginia Higher
Education Center, where SWVETI has its offices,
like many others across the country was hithv a
computer wirus that played havoe with our email
and internet services. SVETT was unable to up-
date daily network class schedules or make any
other changes or additions to our wehsite. In ad-
dition, as network administrators have scram-
kled to get dozens of people back online, our
email services were often interrupted.

In the midst of these problems, Debra Colley,
SWVETH program development coordinator, has
been located in a temporary office space. This
move caused oeeasional interruptions to her
voice mail service.

SVETIH apologizes for the inconveniences our
communication problems may have created for
many of you. We expect a return to full capahbil-
ity soon. Please bear with us!

Student and Teacher Pictures
Added to SVETN Website

Many of vou may have seen either Bruce Mathews
or Debra Colley in vour schools lately with a digi-
tal camera in tow. SVETL is trying to add some
current pictures of students and teachers to our
wehsite. For security and privacy, we want to
make sure that we have everyone’s permission
and no names will be used to identify individual
students.

To view many of the pictures SVETTH representa-
tives have taken, go to wew.svetn.org, click first
on Interactive Video then Pictures.

Tom Meadows (cont'd from p.1)

Sometimes the "gremlins” turn out to he so sim-
ple we feel a little silly calling him, but he never
makes us feel silly. He just fizes or replaces the
offending equipment and goes off to save some-
one else from disaster.

Tom works out of his home in Tazewell. To reach
Tom SVETH teachers or facilitators may call
him at (278) 888-8662 or contact SVETH at (276)
4659-4020. If Tom is out, leave a detailed mes-

sage and a call-back numhber.

To make Tom's job easier and correct problems
quickly, teachers should first check the trouble-
shooting manual or the handboolk, pages 12-18,
If the problem cannot be determined or corrected
through these checks, then call on Tom Mead-
owrs.

Thanks, Tom!

SVYETN Begins Work on TIC
Grant Project

In September the SWETHN Ezecutive Committes
began the task of implementing the plans laid
out in the US Department of Education Technol-
ogy Innovation Challenge grant awarded to
SVETH in July.

The grant calls for the formation of two advisory
groups to serve as surrogates for the entire

SVETI. The firet of these groups, the Technol-
ogy Task Force, is hardware oriented and will
look at transport and equipment. The other
group, referred to in the grant as the Asynchro-
nous Software Task Foree, will investigate and
advise the network in areas related to weh-bhased
teaching and curriculum.

The search has hegun for a managing consultant
for the project. The position has been adwvertised
in regional newspapers and on 8VETH's wehsite.
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November/December SVETN Broadcast Schedule

Eroadcast ProgramTitle Broadcast Program Title

Date Date

111200 21st Forum on E ducation (Live) 1262001 Artful Re sonance: Theme in Poetry

luaeonl First Sight: An Intro duction to Literature 12fgiennl Perspectiveson Hlusion: Setting and

11aea0l Waysof Beeing: Hegponding to Literature Staging Drama

ﬁ: g:gggi intm ductiorfl ;3 Albsebra: InBimplest Terms 122001 The Vision quest: Myth and Symbolism in

anguage of Algebra Dirama
i}:g:gggi k;iiliﬂl;nigFHMtims e 12 Ti2nol & Frame for Meaning: Myth and Symhbol
ithmetic Sequences an ries ismin Drama

1182001 Absolute Values 1241502001 Functions

11He001 Linear Relations 120152001 Composition

11152001 The Byzantine Empire 12113502001 Line ar Equations

11162001 The Fall of Byzantium 180132001 Complex Mumbers

111152001 Death of the Old Regime

111152001 The Fnepx:h Revolution Programming in many of these same series along

111162001 Revolution with World of Chemistry and Ewrth Reve aled will re-

11162001 FRomantics sume in January 2002,

11reaizonl Enlightene d Despots

1remannl The Enlightenment o . .

1302001 The Cold War s S e LY

113012001 Europe and the Third World avananlily Ol ViGen Work shops. Work shops may 02 Uss 605 Ino-

1212001 Sarred Words: Elementsof Poetry | idalsor grouns for profssional development including the

18612001 A fense of Place: Setting and e el el G s e LM M (i e G
Character in Poetry worlksho pz visit our website or contact Debra Colley at (276)

469.4 053 or deolley @aucenter ady .

HOME
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